
DATE: 

TO: 

June 30, 2022 

The Honorable G. Scott Kniffen 
Callahan County 
100 W. 4th St. Ste. 200
Baird, Texas 79504

SUBJECT:  Letter of Determination - Request for Extension under Texas 
Government Code, Chapter 418.108 (i) Regarding Fireworks 

Dear Judge Kniffen: 

The Texas Division of Emergency Management is in receipt of your request for an 
extension under Chapter 418.108 (i) of the Texas Government Code. 

After a review of the Texas A&M Forest Service Wildfire Danger Assessment, 
Callahan County meets the necessary thresholds to warrant a fireworks restriction 
that exceeds the restriction authorized by Local Government Code Sec. 352.051. 

Your request for an extension has been approved by the Office of the Governor and 
is hereby granted. 

Please contact me at 512-424-2443 or Marty Penney, Division Chief at 
512-424-2208 should you have any questions.

Sincerely, 

W. Nim Kidd, MPA, CEM
Chief – Texas Division of Emergency Management
Vice Chancellor for Disaster and Emergency Services
The Texas A&M University System

1033 La Posada Dr Ste 300 Austin Texas 78752 
24 Hours: 512-424-2208 
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In accordance with request from the Texas Division of Emergency Management, and the Office of General Counsel, 
Office of the Governor, the Texas A&M Forest Service (TAMFS) is asked to verify the following information in 
implementing procedures for consideration of a county’s request for extension for local declaration of disaster. 

1. County has an Average Keetch-Byram Drought Index of 575 or greater.
2. Fire occurrence for previous 14 days. Local Fire Department occurrences are dependent on fire departments

reporting to Texas FireConnect (fireconect.tfs.tamu.edu).
3. Current drought intensity. Drought implies an increased availability of dead and live fuels that will contribute

to combustion. Increased fuel loading will increase fire intensity, increase the rate of spread and generally
increase a wildfire’s resistance to control.

4. Burn bans are enacted at the local level, and the burn ban map is updated daily as the TAMFS is notified by
local jurisdictions.

5. If the above criteria is not met and special circumstances are cited, provide supporting documentation if
possible, to assist with validation/support of special circumstances cited.

On _________________, a request was received from the State Operations Center for verification of above criteria for 
__________________ County.  The Texas A&M Forest Service verifies criteria for the county as follows:  

1. Meets KBDI average criteria: Yes ______    No _______  KBDI ________ 

2. Reported  14 day fire occurrence:

TAMFS ______ fires for _____ acres     

Local Fire Departments   _______ fires for  _____   acres 

3. U.S. Drought Monitor intensities present in county:

DO (Abnormally Dry)_____ D1 (Moderate Drought_____     D2 (Severe Drought)_____ 

D3 (Extreme Drought)_____ D4 (Exceptional Drought)_____     None_____ 

4. Is county currently in a Burn Ban, that has been reported to TAMFS:    Yes ______    No _______

5. Special considerations for increased fire potential: Yes ______    No _______

a. Special Circumstance:



Submitted to the SOC on: __________________

Created by: Emergency Operations Center
Texas A&M Forest Service  
200 Technology Way, 1162 
College Station, TX 77845 
979.458.7306  

Attachments:  1. KBDI 
2. U.S. Drought Monitor Intensity Map
3. Reported Burn Ban Map
4. Fire Report





 





Texas A&M Forest Service  
State Assistance Fire Activity – Prior 14 days  

06/28/2022  
  
Callahan County:  
  

Start Date County Fire Name Acres 
6/22/2022 Callahan Rockin 6 

  
  

  
  
  

Fire Department  
Fire Activity – Prior 14 days  

06/28/2022  
  

Callahan County:  
  
There have been no fires reported by fire departments in Callahan County in the past 14 days.   
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